A Student’s Guide to…
Avoiding Plagiarism
When writing a paper, it is easy to find yourself “borrowing” from other people’s work, ideas, and final products. Besides, who would find out, right?

WRONG!

In fact, when you think you are “borrowing” a paper, a phrase, or even an idea, you are actually STEALING someone else’s work.  

Following are some examples of plagiarism:

· Using someone else’s work without proper citations or credit to the author and using it as your own is stealing. This can include copying from a textbook, a web site, a published paper, or even art work.

· Taking “chunks” of material from any source and inserting them into your own work, is plagiarism - it doesn’t matter if it’s a few sentences or entire paragraphs.  

· Copying information from several sources and editing it so that it makes sense is still plagiarism. Mixing and matching portions of texts is still literary theft.

· Paraphrasing or changing important words or phrases in the majority of a paper in an attempt to disguise the original work is unethical.  

· Many times a student will attempt to modify an assignment from a previous year. Using a previous assignment and turning it in as a new product is plagiarism, even if it is YOUR own.  

· Citing an author and/or textbook is not enough.  Information has to be complete with specific information, such as the EXACT location of the source and page numbers, and ALL borrowed text must be in quotations.  This includes paraphrased material.

· Ambiguous and inaccurate information regarding the location, author, etc. of a source makes it impossible to locate the source and, therefore, one is unable to verify the information – PLAGIARISM!

· When the majority of your paper includes citations, quotations, and footnotes, it becomes a plagiarized work.  The majority of the work must come from YOU, not a compilation of others’ work.  


For further assistance, refer to:

www.plagiarism.org
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/01/
The [image: image4.wmf] OF Plagiarism

Why do students plagiarize? It can be as easy as poor planning or as complex as the pressure to excel.  

In most cases students don’t devote the time necessary to conduct adequate research on their topic and, therefore, find themselves in the unenviable “time crunch” situation.  Whether a project is due in a couple of days or a couple of months, students oftentimes procrastinate until the last possible minute. It is then when “borrowing” ideas, phrases, captions, pictures, paragraphs, or even entire papers seems like the only solution.

Other times the students may find that their notes are incomplete or inadequate.  Just writing a quote, a portion of a paragraph, or the title of a book is not enough to credit the author properly. Deficient notes lead to missing bibliographical information and, consequently, a plagiarized source.  

Confusion over the assignment or the guidelines of citation might also contribute greatly to plagiarism.  Students need to have a clear understanding of the assignment, their responsibilities, and their teacher’s expectations. When in doubt ASK!

Students tend to RUN to the internet at the first mention of a research project.  However, how are they to differentiate between good and bad sources?  Using websites that come from reliable sources that end in .gov, .edu, .org, .mil, and .us are a good start. Also, handling the seemingly endless amounts of information found online can seem daunting.  Thinking that no one will find out if you take a small portion of an online source is a huge gamble.  Try to collect a wide variety of sources by using different types of printed material, such as encyclopedias (not just electronic), atlases, written interviews, magazines, journals, autobiographies, biographies, textbooks, and history books.  This not only provides a wide array of sources, but also takes the pressure off trying to weed out the bad sources and the temptation to plagiarize off the internet.
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If there is all this information out there on any given topic, why not just use something that the “experts" have already done? Remember, everything already printed contains the authors’        .  The whole point behind conducting your own research is to gather information from all sides of an issue and then you develop YOUR OWN point of view. In addition, if you think someone else’s words sound better, take the time to re-evaluate your topic and/or your research methods.  You might find that your resources are inadequate or that you’re taking the wrong approach to your research.

Finally, the pressure from peers, parents, teachers, and even one’s self sometimes [image: image2.jpg]


 to plagiarism.  Feeling unprepared as well as the pressure to compete and excel are oftentimes too powerful to resist plagiarism. Talk to your teacher whenever the pressure seems to be too much to handle. He or she might have some solutions for you, and you will find that plagiarism is not that difficult to avoid.  
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 The             and Consequences of Plagiarism

Why is it so wrong to plagiarize?

Imagine working on a research project for a long time, maybe years, and having someone find it, use it in his own paper, and pass it off as his own.  

That is exactly what happens when students decide to use other people’s projects.  Ethically, we agree that stealing is wrong, but many students don’t think twice about plagiarizing.  Besides, what could happen?

To determine the degree of the consequence, the intent has to be determined. Was the work included in someone else’s paper without proper credit or citations? Was it presented in a way that was to be perceived as an original project? Were the citations unclear, ambiguous, or incomplete?

The consequences for plagiarism range from a failing grade to expulsion from school or even fines and jail time. Following are two examples of plagiarism that had extreme consequences:

◊ As reported in the Washington Post by the Associated Press, Marilee Jones, Dean of Admissions at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, or MIT, lied on her résumé in an effort to secure a job at the University. After her credentials were put into question and an extensive investigation, Jones’s claims of having attended several colleges and institutes were proven false. In a statement, Jones admitted to “embellishing” her résumé when she applied to MIT 28 years prior and “did not have the courage to correct” the document after she was hired. She was forced to resign.

◊ Melissa Jenco of the Daily Herald reported that Jim Caudill of Naperville Central High School in Illinois was removed from his job as principal of the school and reassigned to the school district’s central office as a direct result of his plagiarizing a speech that he delivered to a group of seniors. Citing several failed attempts at asking permission from the rightful author, who was a student at the school at the time of the original speech and is now a teacher at the high school, Caudill decided to use the speech anyway. Uproars from the student body were greatly influential in the reassignment. 

Associated Press. “MIT Dean Says She Lied on Resume, Quits.” The Washington Post 27 April. 2007. 26 June. 2008 <http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/04/26/AR2007042602333.html>
Jenco, Melissa. “Naperville Central principal reassigned over plagiarized speech.” The Daily Herald 17 June. 2008. 26 June. 2008 <http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=208667&src=109>
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YES: Decide on the citation method: footnotes, endnotes, or parenthesis before starting final draft.





    


STOP! Admire your            un-plagiarized paper!





Write your “Works Cited” page in accordance with MLA, Chicago, or Turabian guidelines.





Finish your paper.





NO: Cite ALL questionable material.





Are all my notes, 


quotations, summaries,


and ideas, clearly 


cited in my notes? 





Are my source notes and my own ideas clearly distinguishable?





Create outline and/or rough draft.





YES: Begin putting your notes in order.





NO: Go back and improve your notes





     Plan your paper/formulate a thesis statement; gather sources





YES: Take careful notes to include all biblio-graphical info and a short caption of what the source is about.





NO: Go back and find more sources.





Do I have enough sources?








